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NLY the Heaven-inspired can act swiftly without 

long dwelling in that House of Reason which is so 
divided against itself that few who listen to its many 
voices can act after with a single heart. Yet how many 
are there so assured by an inner light that they can go 
on their way without troubling that counselor? At this 
crisis in Ireland we seem to act as if we had that assur- 
ance, for hardly a questioning of national conduct is 
evident. An offer has been made by Great Britain to 
Ireland, and to all appearance speculation as to its mean- 
ing, the choice of peace or war and the fate of millions 
is left to a few score of representatives. There is to 
outward seeming such a unanimity to abide by their de- 
cision that if we did not know the decision these men 
take is of the most tragic importance it might be sup- 
posed it was some light matter that was left them to 
decide. 

I say this seems so, but in that silence a profound 
meditation is maturing through the agency of many a 
conscience. I break silence on behalf of these millions, 
for I share their agony of conscience, and would like 
none to think us a people who enter lightly upon war, 
for those who think lightly of death think lightly of life. 
The Irish are not devoid of imagination or depth of feel- 
ing. They realize, if they decide on war, it is an awful 
decision they take. When a man is killed the cosmic 
purpose is defeated with régard to that soul. The Wis- 
dom is foiled which built up the body and set the spirit 
within it for some heavenly end. Those who decided to 
use physical force to win national freedom did so after 
an agony of conscience, and this was felt also by those 
who took no part in the war but did yet support the 
Republican army by their sympathy. The conscience of 
Ireland is as deeply concerned over the offer made by the 
British Government. I take my own doubts, hesitations 
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and ponderings as typical of the mood of the majority 
of my countrymen and set them down here in order that 
what underlies rejection or acceptance may be known 
to others as it is to ourselves, and that moral understand- 
ing be assured without which nations are outcasts of the 
sympathy of the world. 

By the very nature of political controversy those who 
speak for the nation are forced to a bare precision of 
speech. They must define dogmas where others, who 
happily for themselves are not leaders, breathe a being 
compact of bodiless moods, imagination and reverie, 
things which are most precious to life, but like the spirit 
itself difficult of material proof, and are most impossible 
to bring as evidence when the plenipotentiaries of nations 
meet to negotiate treaties and settlements. Economic and 
military arguments are those which make the most sub- 
stantial showing in such councils, but in truth it is the 
spirit of the nation which stands invisibly behind the 
negotiators, which decides less upon economic and prac- 
tical considerations than by the nature and needs of its 
own being. 

The struggle in Ireland has come about because the 
national genius desires the unfettered manifestation of 
its own life. The first question to be considered with 
regard to the measure of liberty involved in the offer of 
the British Government is this: Can that national -gen- 
ius manifest fully and maintain its integrity in the al- 
liance proposed ? 

Tue House or REAson’s VorcE 

A voice in the house of reason pleads for acceptance: 
“You will have power to free the Irish spirit. You can 
banish the characterless culture hitherto imposed on 
childhood and make its soul many-colored by bathing it 
in the Gaelic fountain. Everything from the ideal to the 
vractical in education will be for the Irish mind to direct. 
You can graft modern science and thought on the Gaelic 
root. That ancestral beauty can be made accessible to 
all, and none will be able to deny our nationality when 
literature, music, art and even industry manifest a na- 
tional character. The national being can inspire the next 
generation as it never could this, perverted as it was in 
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youth by concepts alien to the Irish nature, and often so 
cut off from the past that it did not even know there was 
a Gaelic culture and civilization. Hence it came that, 
lacking love for their own, many were Irish less by ad- 
hesion to national ideals than by mere hatred of the 
stranger in the house, and they grew like what they 
loathed through that law in the soul which changes us 
into the image of what we hate or what we love.” 

No less clearly speaks'an opposing voice: “The na- 
tional genius cannot inspire if we first give allegiance to 
the spirit of empire. They are of contrary nature. The 
genius of nationality develops from within by energies 
inherent in the race as the tree from the seed. The 
genius of empire grows strong by the alien elements it 
brings under control as the savage by the wild horse he 
has tamed. The first springs from inherent right. The 
second depends on the use of power. How can there 
be good-will between nation and empire when the first 
is not free, when with the offer of partnership there is 
a threat of extermination if the alliance is rejected? Is 
there in human history a single instance of a soul won 
to friendship by threats? What is true of the individ- 
ual is true of a race. The freedom we are offered is 
the freedom of: the convict on ticket-of-leave, who all 
the time is under police surveillance. So would Ireland 
be with its ports under Imperial control, with the army 
of empire stationed in otr territory recruiting our own 
against us, and with air stations ready to scatter death 
on our cities if they revolt. With these in our midst 
judge how real will be our power about Irish history, 
and how long will the Irish Education Minister direct 
without interference? You may yield allegiance today, 
but you cannot bind your children who spring from the 
immortal Irish root. They will repudiate the allegiance 
and you who gave it, and assert once more the right to 
independence, for they will be impelled to do so by bio- 
logical and spiritual necessity.” 

SupMerGinG IrtsH NATIONALITY 

Against this the other counselor urges: “You speak of 
the right of your nation to freedom as overtopping other 
human rights, and you deduce from this first right the 
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other privileges and liberties you claim. You are like 
geometricians who start from the point and go on to the 
line, the triangle and the circle and while they work in 
two dimensions they cannot be controverted. But this 
exactitude, which exists in geometry and mathematics, is 
not possible in life, which is many dimensional and un- 
fathomable. I could argue like you, taking some one of 
many fundamental ideas, and make a case which would 
appear as just in the sight of Heaven and as shining to 
the unprejudiced conscience of humanity as yours. I 
might start with the idea of human solidarity or universal 
brotherhood, and argue that all our humanity are but 
one family, all children of the King; and plead the in- 
sistence on national rights, the separation of language 
and law, were artificial barriers hindering the coming of 
the Divine event for which humanity waits; that the 
policy to be pursued was that which linked most races 
together in a league or commonwealth for mutual benefit 
and protection. 

“You protest against partnership in the British Com- 
monwealth as if political organizations were unchange- 
able in character from their inception and no moral 
growth was possible. States are like human beings, some 
times kind and sometimes cruel, and this is so because 
they are made up of human beings who on the whole 
prefer kindness to cruelty, and who if they have been 
cruel in hours of anger repent and would undo the evil 
they have done. Has there not been an evolution to 
right and justice in the British Commonwealth? Are 
not the relations between Great Britain and the Dom- 
inions ideal compared with the relations existing be- 
tween the independent States of Europe? Every new 
State which enters the councils of that Commonwealth 
tends to restrain the egomania of the original State and 
subdue it to a recognition of the equal status and rights 
of all.” 

“It is easy,” urges the denying voice, “for Great Brit- 
ain to admit the equal status and rights of Canada, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand because these peoples are of its 
own blood, culture and traditions. The Irish are of 
different nationality.. They look back to a different origin 
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and on to a different eternity. So with the Egyptian. So 

with the Hindu. Have these ever been treated by Great 
Britain as it treats those of its own blood? Are there 
not armies in occupation of the countries of these, a 
thing which does not exist in the Dominions? Would 
Ireland, Egypt or India remain of free will in the British 
Commonwealth if these armies were withdrawn? You 
can see in the British offer to Ireland the profound mis- 
trust felt for an alien race, and how provision is made 
to ensure a continuance of military mastery over us. 
Why is Ireland not trusted to defend its own territory 
as the Dominions are trusted with naval and military 
power? Is it not clear that Great Britain, while ready 
now to stay military terrorism because its recent activ- 
ities shocked the conscience of humanity, desires to be 
in a position to renew this at any time Irish may run 
counter to British policy? 

“There is no evidence the Empire is less cruel than of 
old. The massacre of Amritzar and the massacre of 
Drogheda, though divided by centuries in time, sprang 
out of an enduring complex of cruelty in Imperial char- 
acter. We know that character as the slave many times 
beaten knows his master. We desire friendship sincere- 
ly, but it can only come about if our right to independ- 
ence is recognized. If that is allowed we would forgive 
the past, the death-of our noblest children, the breaking 
up of our laws and the long defeat of our dreams. We 
would forgive, for we would realize that in allowing 
Irish freedom Great Britain had come to its own soul, 
and when the soul acts there cannot be hatred. We could 
not hate even a devil if he began to act like a god.” 
OsyEctTions To IrtsH INDEPENDENCE 


“You speak,” the other voice replies, “Like those im- 
possible people who will have all or nothing, or like pass- 
ionate children who set their hearts on a toy and weep 
their eyes out with rage if it is not at once given them. 
You forget that for 116 years Ireland sent representa- 
tives to Westminster, and no leader there, not a single 
member, pleaded for complete independence. All ex- 
pressed on behalf of Ireland a desire to remain within 
the British Commonwealth. You expect Great Britain 
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to. allow complete independence because. of a revulsion of 
feeling which has taken place suddenly within four or 
five years. You ignore, too, the considerable population 
in Ulster and elsewhere who desire to retain connection 
with the Empire. Is the past to be ignored and the econ- 
omic and cultural ties established? Is not Ireland econ- 
omically dependent upon Great Britain? Are not nine- 
tenths of Irish trade with the Empire? Can you sincere- 
ly blame the British Government for harshness when, at 
a time it was engaged in the greatest war in its history, 
and with the complete Irish representation at Westmin- 
ster protesting loyalty, a rebellion breaks out in Ireland, 
denounced, too, by those who presumably had a right to 
speak on behalf of the country? What under such cir- 
cumstances do you expect any government to do but deal 
with these men as rebels and enemies? You have con- 
vinced the British Government that Ireland must be 
governed by its own people in future, but you have not 
convinced it that complete separation is desirable, or that 
the unity of Ireland under an independent republic if 
possible. You ignore entirely the cultural and economic 
ties which bind a powerful minority to Great Brtain. 
How do you propose to reconcile your interests and 
theirs ?” 

The answering voice speaks. “In truth none of those 
who fought in Easter week would complain of harsh 
treatment. They understood by all human law they were 
liable to death. It is not because of the justice meted to 
these that complaint is made, but that when it was clear 
the nation was on their side the tyranny was continued 
and exercised over the nation. The insurrection of 
Easter week was based on intuition and not on human 
reason. ° The men who made it believed, however sur- 
faces contradicted, that the soul of Ireland was for Irish 
independence and not with the Empire; that as at a crisis 
in a man’s being, when right and wrong are illumined 
by the torch of truth, he will choose the right, or as, on 
that Last Day the prophets speak of the hosts of good 
and evil must marshal themselves under the banner of 
dight or ‘the banner of darkness, so the soul of Ireland 
when roused would know itself truly and decide by the 
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nature of its being. Pearse and his companions sounded 
the last trumpet for the Gael, and the dead were raised 
from the graves of fear, unbelief or despair, and out of 
a deep sense of identity of being or destiny they reeled 
after the shepherds who called. So came Isreal out. of 
Egypt. So from many empires nations have broken 
away, and after-history has justified the struggle. 
MAINTAINING Economic TIEs 

“Above human reason there is a transcendental sphere 
to which the spirit of man sometimes rises, and the will 
may be forged there at a lordly smithy and qade. the un- 
breakable pivot round which a nation wheels to its 
destiny; or it may catch a glimpse of the future and 
see its way clear from that height to nationalities or em- 
pires in the womb of time. There is this incalculable 
element in human life influencing us from the mystery 
which envelops our being, and, when reason is satisfied, 
there is something deeper than reason which makes us 
still uncertain of truth. When you speak of maintaining 
the economic ties my reason is with you, and yet that 
something deeper than reason urges me to imagine or 
speculate farther. Great Britain desires us to maintain 
the freedom of trade which has existed between the two 
islands for over one hundred years. ‘If we accede it 
means it would be almost impossible for us to extricate 
ourselves from that industrial system of which she was 
the first begetter and which has since dominated the 
world. Every organism has within it from birth not 
only the germs that vitalize it and bring it to power, but 
also the slower maturing germs which finally bring about 
its decay, and these latter are ripening fast in the modern 
industrial system. The more it develops producing pow- 
er the less does it seem capable of distributing consuming 
power. Hence the necessity for foreign markets, and if 
these are occupied by industrial rivals operating the same 
system the necessity for markets abroad to maintain em- 
ployment at home leads to international rivalries and 
wars as the alternative to social revolution within. 

“Treland under this system is-as necessary to Great 
Britain as the blood the vampire bat sucks is necessary 
to its life. In this system and the quarrels it engenders 
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we would be entangling ourselves. We were entangled 
with the war between Great Britain and Germany yes- 
terday, and we might be entangled in a war between 
Great Britain and the United States tomorrow. We 
would, if we sign away control over trade policy, be 
unable to bring about in Ireland a balance between pro- 
ducing and consuming power or the stability ensured by 
a wise application of the national theory of economics. 
On. other grounds also we object to the British economic 
system as in itself inhuman, for by it more and more the 
proprietorship of great industrial undertakings is divid- 
ed up into many shares which are bought and sold, and 
married and bequeathed, and scattered over the world, 
so that the vast majority of those who are owners of an 
industry have never seen it, and they know nothing of 
how those live who labor for them, and their sole in- 
terest in the industry is the profit it brings, and they tend 
to become mere blind suckers at life. The evolution of 
a more democratic and human social order in Ireland 
would be hampered unless we are free to adopt any trade 
policy and industrial system to which our interests and 
our national humanity may dispose us.” : 
Tue ULsTER ProslEeMs 


To this replies the other counselor: “If you decide for 
the national theory of economics you will not merely 
separate your system from Great Britain but also from 
Northeast Ulster. Here is the great industrial center of 
Ireland. Its trade with Great Britain could be much 
more easily imperiled by an Irish policy of protection 
than the export, largely agricultural, from the rest of 
Ireland could possibly be. It is improbable that Great 
Britain, unable to feed its huge industrial poulation from 
its own resources, will ever again place duties on im- 
ported foodstuffs, but it might easily adopt a policy of 
protection for its manufacturers, and while this would 
hurt Southern Ireland but little, it might easily ruin the 
manufacturers in Northeast Ulster, who do not sell 
enough of their textiles to the rest of Ireland to keep two 
of their large factories working full time, or enough of 
their ships to Irish buyers to keep 200 men employed in 
their yards. They prefer, as manufacturers, to be in- 
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side a ring with 42,000,000 people rather than to be in- 
side a protected market with a little over 4,000,000 people. 
“Your policy will alienate those whom you wish to in- 
clude in an Irish State, and what have you to offer them, 
what certitude of employment for the hundreds of thou- 
sands who now depend on the working of factories and 
yards in Northeast Ulster if the government of an in- 
dependent Ireland reverses the trade policy under which 
that development of industry was possible? There 
would be little inducement to Great Britain to admit free- 
ly, as hitherto, to its markets the products of a nation 
which had broken away from it, and of whose rise to 
power and prosperity it might be jealous, with or with- 
out reason. Are you entitled to insist because of a dream 
of the future on a change of policy and imperil the 
fortunes of the living for a problematical bettering of 
the fortunes of the next generation? If your policy were 
put in operation now the next generation of Ulster in- 
dustries might be born in the United States or the Dom- 
inions, for their fathers would be forced to emigrate.” 
The other voice of reason makes answer to this: “The 
emigration from an independent Ireland with full control 
over its own trade policy could not possibly be greater 
than the emigration which has taken place during the 
past sixty years, when the trade policy for both islands 
was identical. Ulster has lost as high a percentage of its 
population as other provinces, and now six counties there 
are required to export nearly £8,000,000 annually to Great 
Britain, diminishing purchasing power in that area by 
this vast sum, and so affecting production. That export 
of purchasing power can only lead to stagnation of in- 
dustry and a yearly decline in the number of persons em- 
ployed so long as the export of revenue continues. Is it 
conceivable that an Irish Government by any trade policy 
it adopted could impair the economic life of that area, as 
it must be impaired, by this heavy export of revenue? Is 
it conceivable also that an Irish Government, with full 
power to develop a trade policy independent of British 
control, would embark on any policy hastily conceived 
against the counsel of the most important group of manu- 
facturers in the Irish State? Whatever changes may be 
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made must be gradual and be dictated by changing cir- 
cumstance and after full discussion by the captains and 
workers of Irish industry. I do not advocate immediate 
change, but I do our unfettered power to change if Irish 
interests require it. 
ULSTERITES ARE IrIsH Too 

“T believe the people in Ulster are Irish at root, and 
this they will discover by the natural evolution of their 
character to self-consciousness and the revealing of its 
hidden depths. There are influences eternally at work 
in every land which mold character and personality into 
recognizable national types, and these will operate there 
as in the rest of Ireland, which has always absorbed its 
invaders and molded them into harmony with the an- 
cestral type. The planters and settlers in Northeast Ire- 
land havé become so intermingled by marriage with the 
original stock that there are few who cannot claim de- 
scent from the mighty folk chronicled in the heroic sagas 
of Ulster, and there are few who would repudiate descent 
from a brood the fame of whose champions has gone 
round the world. It is the elements of character derived 
from Gaelic ancestry which are most stimulated by local 
atmosphere, and I believe finally these must become dom- 
inant, not to the destruction of the new qualities of mind 
and character brought in by the settlers, but by their ab- 
sorption into a mentality more complex than either. 
They, too, at some crisis will find, unsuspected depths in 
their being, and will know and proclaim themselves Irish, 
and add theif strength of character to the building up of 
the Irish nation. I cannot believe the open and manly 
Ulster character will for long allow its great capital to be 
like some dark medieval city, with fanatic inquisitors 
hunting out the heretic for executon, or to remain in - 
spirit like those fierce pagan communities which shouted. 
‘The Christians to the lions!’ The moral revolt against 
this is as inevitable as the revolt in Southern Treland a 
few years ago against a sectarian and semi-secret polit- 
ical organization which had great power, which has since 
been broken and has vanished altogether as a_ political 
influence. : 


“Judgment is always at fault when it assumes the im- 
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mortality of hate or fear or bigotry in men. The only 
immortal thing in man is the spirit, and in it resides the 
power which begets reaction of conscience. Round this 
immortal cefiter character oscillates between darkness and 
light until the immortal has quieted all in its own being. I 
cannot think the group in Northeast Ireland has yet come 
to a true comprehension of its own character or ideals, 
or of the future its own vitality makes possible. Com- 
munities no more than individuals in their youth suspect 
the heights and depths within themselves. The rude 
herdsmen of ancient Attica could not have dreamed in a 
few generations children of their blood would have built 
the Parthenon, or that their wisest, Plato, would come to 
be the chief legislator of the spiritual mind in Europe. 
When the scum of passion is cleaned away Ulster may 
find itself stirred by antique and nobler emotions and 
may rise to the magnanimity of its most famous hero, 
who paused and embraced his foe in the midst of the 
combat. All this is possible because Ulster is like the 
rest of Ireland in this, that it sincerely believes in God.” 
DESTROYING NATIONAL UNITY 

“All this,” pleads the contrary voice, “is but intuition 
or surmise. You cannot argue that the conscious will of 
a community should be set aside because of some yet un- 
realized character in the subconsciousness of the race. 
What are you going to do? Are you to insist on the 
unity and independence of Ireland and oppose the Empire 
with such force as you can gather if its spokesmen are 
not in agreement with you? You cannot imagine that 
more than a tithe of the power of Great Britain has yet 
been bent to the reconquest of Ireland. If real war was 
declared the whole economic system of Ireland would 
crumble, its factories be wrecked, and when all is over a 
third of its population might be forced to follow those . 
millions who have already emigrated to the new world. 
The last question I ask is this: Are you prepared to risk 
the destruction of Ireland as a national entity when so 
much may be gained by accepting somewhat less than 
your whole demand, when you may advance through an 
orderly evolution of your society to the more complete 
realization of your dream?” 
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The last counselor replies: “I cannot admit the con- 
science of the world will permit the extermination of 
a white race because it refuses to acknowledge the sov- 
ernity of another people. The Empire may indeed at- 
tempt sych a destruction of our hopes, but in three 
months of warfare such as is threatened the world would 
cry out so passionately against Great Britain that even 
the souls there made darkest by anger and wounded 
pride would realize their country had become an object 
of execration and was abhorrent to the conscience of 
humanity. No empire, no State, can hope to endure 
unless there is some element of lovable or desirable life 
in it; and when this is not present the whole human 
household is rife with murmurs and threats and conspir- 
ings against the inhuman power, for there is nothing in- 
humanity abhors so much as a vacuum in itself. The 
Empire would be forced to. stay its hand, or face with- 
drawals from the Commonwealth or rebellions against 
it. It might be better for us to face one last fierce ordeal 
and have the agony over than to leave such a terror for 
our children or our children’s children to face. I can- 
not say what decision the Irish soul may take, for it is 
deaf by hearing of many voices, and heavily laden in con- 
science considering these things, and with the balancing 
of scales so evenly weighted to human reason that they 
may not move of themselves. The deciding factor may 
have to be cast into the scales from that transcendent 
sphere of being of which I have spoken. The will of 
Heaven may be seen in our resolves.” 
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The Washington Conference 


JoserH KeEatine, S.J. 
From the “Month” 


ITH the last day of August the war officially came to 

an end. In one sense it had ended long ago; in an- 
other it is still going on, for who can say there is yet peace 
in Europe? Peace was not the first object of the Versailles 
Treaty, but punishment—the punishment of a whole peo- 
ple. We are now learning that even a beaten nation can- 
not be punished without the continuance of war, or of all 
the abnormal conditions produced by war. And not even 
so can the punishment be effectual. ‘Germany still un- 
repentant,” say the headlines of our papers, apropos of 
this or that militarist demonstration. What do they ex- 
pect, these journalists? Has a nation ever repented? 
Has a nation ever been consciously guilty? Can you 
successfully indict a nation? The responsible people, the 
nation’s leaders may by the logic of facts be made to 
realize mistakes and miscalculations, but they will never 
admit wrong-doing. Still less may we expect.their de- 
luded subjects to own to’ crimes of which they were not 
conscious. The chance of overthrowing militarism was 
missed when the German people, having hurled from 
power the Kaiser and generals who had misled them, 
found themselves in consequence treated no less harshly 
than if they had not. The new German Republic was 
pacifist and ready to repudiate militarism and all its 
works. The reparations, the exaction of which has, by 
prolonging war-conditions, indirectly cost the Allies more 
than they can ever hope to gain, might well have been 
forgone for the sake of establishing the new order. As it 
is, Germany, surrounded by armed nations and forced to 
slave for the Allies at the bayonet’s point, is inevitably 
forced once more into war-projects. The opportunity of 
getting her to realize the folly and wickedness of her 
rulers’ pre-war policy was lost when she saw, as a result 
of the war, no apparent change in European diplomacy. 














414 THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 





Otp DrpLoMacy’s CRIMES 


The cardinal sin of that diplomacy was, and is the ac- 
cepted policy of. weakening a possible enemy by insti- 
gating or indirectly helping others to fight against him. 
Few of the little wars, which have followed the big war, 
but have been due to the encouragement or connivance 
of one or other of the Allies. 

In spite of its imperfect constitution, its stunted growth, 
its feeble performance, the League of Nations re- 
mains the only approach yet visible to the Christian ideal 
of international relations. That ideal is based on the 
fact that human progress demands competition indeed, 
but not unchecked competition, rivalry, but only within 
the realms of law. Narrow self-centered nationalism is 
suicidal: in suppressing or damaging a rival we are apt 
to injure ourselves: even a successful war can bring no 
material gain to the victors. The solidarity of the human 
race was disguised when nations were numerically small 
and communication between them slow and difficult : now, 
mankind has become economically one, and the body suf- 
fers in each of its members. Because Russian children 
are starving, British children are underfed. Yet many 
writers in every land are planning and urging economic 
war. Even a Socialist like Mr. Snowden insists on the 
maintenance of British supremacy in trade, in the idea 
that national wealth depends on the comparative poverty 
of other nations. And the whole press still rings with 
the old shibboleths of industrial strife. Not one of the 
miserable little squabbles that keep Europe in a ferment 
today is the fruit of a noble ideal: all are traceable to 
racial exclusiveness; all are influenced by schemes of 
greed and grab. 

GENERAL CovETOUSNESS 

Thus we are compelled to reconsider all the impres- 
sions begotten of the war. These tendencies are not the 
result of that struggle. Rather, the war for a time dis- 
guised or sublimated them. They were at work before 
the war; nay, they caused the war. The whole of Euro- 
pean diplomacy, rotten with racial hatreds and trade rival- 
ries, led inevitably to that murderous, wild-beast clash of 
passions, and, unless purged and purified by quite an- 
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other conception of human welfare, will produce exactly 
the same result. Hence the dire need of replacing, by 
means of a League of Nations with peace and justice and 
the welfare of humanity as a common ideal, the old con- 
‘ception of national greatness, the old ambition of racial 
supremacy, the old fallacy of cut-throat competition, by 
a consciousness that the prosperity of every section of - 
the human race is for the good of the rest. Had God’s 
designs not been thwarted by human pride, perhaps by 
this time His Catholic religion would have formed one 
strong and permanent bond between all nations, but now 
that religion has been made, by means of man’s perver- 
sity, a source of disunion, we have to fall back upon the 
less spiritual device of a political combination to save 
mankind from the perils of militarism. 

The present miserable conflict bteween Greeks and Turks, 
waged by the former in defiance of the League of Na- 
tions, could be stopped tomorrow by the great Powers. The 
folly of Polish aggression at Vilna, of Hungarian aggres- 
sion on Austria, of the various bickerings between the 
half-fledged nations of Eastern Europe and of the divid- 
ed counsels regarding Russia, are all ascribable, or at least 
ascribed, to the workings of the rival interests of the 
Allies—all conceived in the old pre-war atmosphere. 
Now, to stir up strife for the sake of material or political 
interests is, plainly, the work of the devil. The Greeks. 
invading territory which at any rate is not theirs, have 
lost 18,000 men, and are back again where they started 
from. What evil spirit persuaded them to start? 

THE Fotty or ARMAMENTS 


And who, except the armament firms that supplied 
their weapons, have benefited from that awful and wan- 
ton waste? Is Germany to be the only disarmed nation 
in the world? France and Great Britain in 1920 spent 
three times the amount of their pre-war expenditure on 
armaments; America more than ten time;, Italy just less, 
Japan about three times. These are all Allies and they 
are threatened by no hostile combination. What is the 
meaning of this seeming madness except that these na- 
tions, for all the schooling of the war, have not even yet 
learned that it is wiser and cheaper and more effective to 
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prepare for peace instead of for war, that in a universal 
League of Nations lies the only hope of security for each 
and all of them. It shows how far the State is from be- 
ing a real democracy that no effective protest has been 
made in any nation by the common people, on whose 
necks it rests, against this unnecessary burden. If we 
‘ add to current expenditure that incurred in the last war 
(pensions and interest on war-debt) we find that the 
American is paying more than eighteen shillings in every 
pound of taxation on account of war past and prospective 
and the Britisher more than twelve shillings. Let labor, 
which is supposed to be solid for peace, and, in support 
of the League of Nations, is rejoicing at the work en- 
tailed in laying down new warships and is ready enough 
to find employment in armament firms, forced doubtless 
by the fact that a living cannot be otherwise secured. 
And the political economists, who from time to time 
prophesy our bankruptcy, do not suggest stopping this 
colossal leak. The moral effects of the war—the self- 
sacrifice, the brotherliness, the bravery—have largely dis- 
appeared with their stimulus, but the economic lesson, the 
folly of unnecessary waste, is still staring us in the face; 
—why is it not acted on? 

The League of Nations, still imperfect through the ex- 
clusion of Germany and Russia, still faulty through the 
preponderance given to material power, still overshad- 
owed by the influence of the Supreme War Council, still 
grievously maimed by the aloofness of America, still 
stultifying itself by ignoring the Papacy, still weakened 
by the endeavors of the great Powers to contract out of 
its regulations, is yet the only means of escape from the 
resurgence of the old bad spirit of covetousness that led 
to the war. Its Assembly met for the second time at the 
beginning of September, ten months since the first meet- 
ing. The number of States represented was forty-eight 
as against forty-one last year, and it stands for three- 
quarters of the population of the world. Three of the 
little Baltic Governments were admitted on September 
22, bringing the number of Sovereign States un to fifty- 
one. But, despite all its spokesmen say of it, the League 
is not doing, and cannot do, what it was established to do, 
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because the great Powers do not believe in it, or, at any 
rate, do not act as if they did. 


WHat THE CONFERENCE May Do 

Are we to blame America for this? Certainly one 
great aim of the League, the Reduction of Armaments, 
cannot be accomplished without America’s co-operation. 
That is why the Washington Conference, which begins 
on November 11, is of such importance. Out of it may 
yet spring, if the European Powers are wise, such modi- 
fications of the League’s structure as may enable the 
States to join it without their seeming to endorse the 
policy of the discredited ex-President. But even if they 
hold aloof, the Washington Conference, by determining 
upon an international policy of harmony and co-operation 
by setting its face against partial alliances, by putting its 
trust in international agreements rather than in national 
armies, by abolishing secret diplomacy, will facilitate the 
work of the League to a wonderful extent. If President 
Harding, who stands for realism, can effect by his Con- 
ference one of the main ends of the League, a vast reduc- 
tion in the burden of armaments, we shall not begrudge 
the disappointment caused by America’s repudiation of 
the Wilson policy. Meanwhile, let the peoples, who 
should have the last word in the matter, remember that 
all social reform, all material prosperity, all real security, 
is jeopardized by armament competition. Big armaments 
mean bad trade, bad housing, negect of education, future 
war. And if the last war killed nine million men, caused 
thirty million casualties, imposed national debts amount- 
ing to 50,000 millions, what may not the next war do? 

A Lesson OF THE WaR 

We are now realizing, by bitter experience, what the 
waste of war means. For four or five years a large pro- 
portion of the workers of the world have been destroy- 
ing wealth instead of producing it. High wages and 
huge profits have disguised the fact that those wages and 
profits were mortgages on the future. The future is now 
upon us, and we must meet our debt by less wages and 
smaller profits and harder work. Normally wealth is 
produced by the application of labor to raw material, 
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provided by capital; therefore the more work the more 
wealth, if only the proceeds can reach the consumer and 
be profitably disposed of. We are confronted by the 
spectacle of immense stocks of coal and food and cloth- 
ing which cannot be distributed because they can only 
be sold at a loss. . We hear again the shocking story of 
the destruction of food because freightage to the mar- . 
kets makes it unsalable. It is, we repeat, the business 
of the State to take first things first, and before provid- 
- ing at immense cost in Palestine (which does not belong 
to it) a “national home” for Jews (who are not their 
subjects), to secure somehow or other that its own citi- 
zens shall be kept alive at home. These vast domestic 
questions—housing, wages, employment—have never 
been. made as they should have been the chief concern 
of the reconstruction Government; rather, like Mrs. Jel- 
laby, it has had its eyes on the ends of the earth and been 
blind to the needs of its own. And now, so oblivious is 
it to the real nature of the crisis, so unsuspicous that 
Capitalism itself is on trial, that it is said to be meditating 
a drastic interference with the Trades Boards, the one 


protection which the sweated worker has secured, in 
trades not covered by Unions, against merciless exploita- 
tion. 


MetHops oF BARBARISM 


A distinguished chemist, Sir Edward Thorpe, at the 
British Association meeting, spoke very strongly about 
the use of poson-gas in warfare, stigmatizing it as a re- 
turn to methods of barbarism. But, however, naturally 
scientific men may resent the application of scientific dis- 
coveries to destructive uses, the only way of avoiding that 
is to abolish war itself. The gas which propels the poison- 
shell from the gun is just as guilty of inhumanity as 
the asphyxiating vapor itself. And however humanitari- 
an instinct may prompt the disuse of weapons which 
cause torture as well as death, the revelations of the late 
war show that no combatant in future will refrain from 
any means by which he can break his enemy’s morale. 
A competition in savagery inevitably ensues, when one 
or other or both foes are not practical Christians. Just 
a week before Sir Edward spoke, another chemical pro- 
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fessor, Sir William Pope, was telling a Canadian audi- 
ence that at the time of the Armistice a new vapor was 
discovered against which no respirator would be of any 
avail. “It was so strong that it would stop a man, if 
present in the atmosphere in the proportion of one part 
to 5,000,000.” And Sir William actually went on to 
assert that chemical agencies would be the sole deciding 
factor in future wars and that in fact they were more 
merciful ‘than high explosives—which last statement 
seems to us undeniably true. Nor will “ chemical agen- 
cies,’ alias virulent poisons, be confined to the air— 
though this is not Sir William Pope’s deduction — but 
they will be applied through water as well. Once you ad- 
mit the lawfulness of war, i. e., the conflict of two oppos- 
ing wills waged through material agencies, the “ moral- 
ity” of the agency tends to be determined solely by its 
effectiveness. When the world was more under the influ- 
ence of Christian principle, the actual fighting in war- 
fare was carried on between the official armies. That 
convention has now been very largely set aside, and our 
war-theorists frankly contemplate whole communities in 
conflict. The “Huns” are not to be the only “ baby- 
killers” (if ever they were) in the future of the militar- 
ists. 





The American Hierarchy to Ireland 
The Bishops’ Letter to Cardinal Logue 


OUR EMINENCE: In this solemn and porten- 
tous hour of Ireland’s history, we, the Bishops of 
the United States gathered in annual conference, feel it 
a duty incumbent on us to extend to your Eminence and 
your brethren of the Irish Hierarchy, the assurance of 
our sympathy, our prayers and our united good wishes 
for the happy outcome of the conference in which the 
representatives of your people are now engaged. 
Particularly at this time we are not unmindful of the 
tremendous debt the Church in this country owes to Ire- 
land and its people. For more than a century the mil- 
lions of your race have come to our shores and by their 
strong faith and their loyal and generous help, they have 
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built up a Church which has become the pride of Christen- 
dom and the glory of the country in which we dwell. And 
even though they have become loyal Americans, faithful 
to the flag under which they dwell, time has never been 
able to extinguish in their souls the love they bore to the 
land of their fathers, to the little island from which they 
parted as exiles destined never to return. 

And particularly during these recent years, with 
anxious and expectant hearts they have watched the 
trend of events, ever hopeful that Providence in its wis- 
dom might ordain that at last Ireland was to take its 
place among the nations of the earth. 

And indeed, during these latter weeks their hearts were 
filled with pride when they saw the representatives of 
their race conduct themselves with a statesmanship that 
has challenged the admiration of the world. 

Therefore, in this fateful hour, when the future of 
Ireland trembles in the balance, it is not our desire, your 
Eminence, by any word of ours to peril the outcome of 
those deliberations upon which a world waits with bated 
breath. Rather, in the true spirit of our holy Faith, 
unitéd with our people from every race and every station, 
our prayers ascend from every altar in the land that God 
in His wisdom may bring Ireland’s misery of 700 years 
to an end, that this most apostolic race among all of 
God’s peoples may receive the reward for what they have 
done for the Church of America and elsewhere by ob- 
taining the fulfilment of their national aspirations. 

And finally, that God may grant you and your col- 
leagues to live to see Ireland’s golden age, and find your 
people even more faithful to their Church in the sun- 
burst of their new freedom than ever they were in the 
years of their exile and expectancy. 

Your Eminence’s devoted servants in Christ, 


Tue ARCHBISHOPS AND BisHops 
OF THE UNITED STATES 





